
DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Monday, March 14, 2016 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Lyons at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Donald D. Lyons, Mayor Pro-Tem Leon D. Laylin; Councilmembers Charles 

K. Burling, James B. Dodd, Danielle E. Lucas and City Clerk Jane P. Wilson. 

 

ABSENT:  Councilmembers Lori A. Hunt, Bob B. Schuur 

 

STAFF:  City Manager Kevin P. Anderson, Assistant City Manager Rozanne H. Scherr, Public 

Safety Director Steve Grinnewald, Code Enforcement Officer Steve Allen 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

Councilmember Dodd moved and Councilmember Lucas seconded that the minutes of the  

February 22, 2016 meeting be approved. 

 

APPROVED unanimously. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 

 

William Lorenz, 511 Green Street. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

1.  Band Boosters Raffle License request.   

 

Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Lucas seconded to grant the request. 

 

APPROVED unanimously. 

 

2.  Borgess Lee Memorial Hospital Nursing Shared Governance Committee flower sale to benefit 

nursing education and development.  Opening day sale at Farr Park. 

 

3.  Borgess Lee Memorial Hospital Nursing Shard Governance Committee flower sale to benefit 

nursing education and development.  Saturday sale at Beckwith Park. 

 

Councilmember Burling moved and Councilmember Lucas seconded to grant the requests. 

 

APPROVED unanimously. 

 

4.  Chamber of Commerce/DDA Easter Eggstravaganza. 

 

5.  Farm and Artisan Market 2016.   
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Councilmember Laylin moved and Councilmember Burling seconded to grant the requests. 

 

APPROVED unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

1.  A public hearing will be held concerning the City of Dowagiac’s intent to apply for a grant 

from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for a project to improve accessibility at Rudy 

Park. 

 

Mayor Lyons opened the public hearing at 7:11 p.m. to hear comment on the MDNR-TF grant 

application. 

 

The Rudy Park plan design was presented by Steve Carlisle of Wightman Engineering.  Mr. 

Carlisle answered questions from the Council and residents.   

 

There being no public comment, Mayor Lyons closed the public hearing at 7:22 p.m.  

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

1.  Resolution to authorize the City Manager to submit a grant application to the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund for a project to improve accessibility at Rudy Park. 

 

Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 

by Councilmember Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac seeks to provide comprehensive and diverse recreational 

opportunities for its citizens, and; 

 

WHEREAS,  a notice of public hearing was duly advertised in the Dowagiac Daily News on 

March 3, 2016 and posted at City Hall to receive comment on proposed 

improvements to Rudy Park, and; 

 

WHEREAS,  in its 2015 through 2020 revised Park and Open Space Plan, filed with the State of 

Michigan, the City identified the need to improve Rudy Park to accommodate 

persons with disabilities as well as for general community use, and; 

 

WHEREAS, grant assistance for such park improvement is available through the Department 

of Natural Resources, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the City will undertake to apply for Department of Natural Resources grant 

assistance to improve such property, and in so doing must commit to and provide 
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local match funding equal to $62,000.00 exceeding 25% of the total improvement 

cost. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to submit an application 

to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund for the remaining of 

the estimated $235,000 total improvement cost required to develop and improve 

Rudy Park for the purposes of expanding outdoor recreation opportunities for 

persons with disabilities as well as general community use. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac will provide the required local match 

funding as specified by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in 

conjunction with the approved award of any project grant. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

2.  Resolution to authorize a contract with the Michigan Department of Transportation for a 

Federal/State/Local airport project under the block grant program for acquiring land for 

approaches and construction of a terminal building-design. 

 

Councilmember Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Lucas. 

 

WHEREAS, City Council it is cost effective to replace the existing terminal building at the 

airport; and 

 

WHEREAS, federal and state funds are available to the City of Dowagiac for the purpose of 

Airport and Airway improvements, and 

 

WHEREAS, property needs to be secured in the runway approaches so that tree growth can be 

maintained, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City's application has been approved for a Michigan Department of 

Transportation contractor and Federal/State/Local Airport Project Block Grant 

through the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by affirmative vote of its 

City Council, hereby approves the agreement under the direction of the Michigan 

Department of Transportation; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council directs the City Manager to be authorized 

as the signatory for execution of the same. 
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ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

3.  Resolution to authorize the updating of ICMA 401 Money Purchase Plan Document. 

 

Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Lucas. 
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ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

4.  Resolution setting a public hearing and investigation of a nuisance as defined in Chapter 38 of 

the Dowagiac Code of Ordinances for 118 Clyborn Street. 

 

Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember Dodd. 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has received and considered a report from the City's Code Enforcement 

officer relating to the following-described property and premises within the City of 

Dowagiac, County of Cass, State of Michigan: 

 

   118 CLYBORN ST 

   PROPERTY ID# 14-160-300-457-00   

   . DW 1514 LOT 65 LYLE ADD CITY OF DOWAGIAC. 
 

WHEREAS, it appears to the City Council that the poor upkeep of the property described above may 

constitute a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; Article II, Sections 38-59, justifying 

abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter 12 of the City Charter and 

procedures set forth in Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Dowagiac; and; 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is warranted in conducting a public hearing and investigation 

pursuant to such provisions of Chapter 38 of said Code for the purpose of ascertaining and 

determining for itself whether such condition or conditions exist. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac will conduct a 

public hearing and investigation on Monday, March 28, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 

Chambers, Dowagiac City Hall, for the purposes and according to the procedures referred to 

above; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to: 

 

 1. Notify, by certified mail directed to the last known address, persons known to have an 

interest in the property described above and all property owners thereof according to 

the most recent City Assessor's records, at least ten (10) days in advance of the date 

herein set for such hearing and investigation. 

 2. Cause a notice to be published in the Dowagiac Daily News at least ten (10) days in 

advance of said hearing.  Then notice herein required shall include time and place of said 

hearing and legal description and address of the property involved, and specify in what 

respects said property may constitute a nuisance within the meaning of Chapter 38, 

Sections 38-41, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45. 

 

 3. Provide for the recording of such hearings. 
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ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

5.  Resolution authorizing an agreement with Synagro to haul and land apply biosolids. 

 

Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 

by Councilmember Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac has a contract for the transport and land application of  

  biosolids (liquid sludge) with Synagro Central, LLC of Baltimore, Maryland, that  

  expired December 31, 2015, and 

 

WHEREAS, Synagro Central, LLC representatives contacted the City of Dowagiac about  

  extending the contract for another year, with an option for two additional years,  

  and 

 

WHEREAS, Synagro Central, LLC has met all the terms and conditions of the previous  

  contract and has contracts in place with local farmers for land application of  

  biosolids. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council hereby approves the  

  attached contract with Synagro Central, LLC. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the  

  contract on behalf of the City of Dowagiac. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 

6.  Resolution to authorize and direct the City Treasurer to pay the following bills and payroll 

due: 

 

Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 

by Councilmember Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to 

approve invoices and payroll #12 for the period ending 02/28/16: 

 
Invoices   $1,111,652.02 

Payroll    $   120,807.58 

Total    $1,232,459.60 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and   

  directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

 
BILLS      PAYROLL  TOTAL 

 $1,111,652.02  $120,807.58  $1,232,459.60 

 

 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 

 

Ayes: Four (4) Laylin, Burling, Dodd, Lucas 

  

Nays: None (0)  

 

Absent:  Two (2) Hunt, Schuur 

 

Abstain:  None (0) 

 

7.  Resolution to go into closed session for the purpose of discussing litigation. 

 

Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 

by Councilmember Dodd. 
 

WHEREAS,  the Michigan Open Meetings Law, Public Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976 as 

amended, provides that public bodies may meet in closed session for the purpose 

discussing litigation; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Mayor and City Council desire to meet with the City Manager and the City 

Attorney to receive an update and discuss the litigation. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council will hereby adjourn to closed 

session to discuss litigation. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously. 

 
 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

TIME:  7:36 PM 

 

LATER:  8:01 PM 

 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Upon motion by Councilmember Laylin and seconded by Councilmember Dodd, the Dowagiac 

City Council adjourned at 8:01 PM. 

 

 

________________________________       _________________________________ 

Donald D. Lyons, Mayor    Jane P. Wilson, City Clerk  


